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SUBJECT: MOSCOW DENOUNCES PEKING OVER SOUTHEAST ASIA 
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1. SUMMARY. IN A COMMENTARY ON JULY 24, PRAVDA DENOUNCES 
RECENT ALLEGATION BY PEKING THAT MOSCOW IS "TEARING 
INTO" SOUTHEAST ASIA AND SEEKING TO ESTABLISH MILITARY 
BASES. THE REAL THREAT TO THAT REGION, SAYS PRAVDA, 

COMES FROM PEKING, WHICH SUPPORTS SUBVERSION AND TERROR 
ON THE ONE HAND AND ALL EAILS TO OPPOSE "IMPERIALISM" ON THE 
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2. PRAVDA'S COMMENTARY, CALLED "TRAITOROUS POSITION," 

IS BY ALEKSANDR EILIPPOV WHO OETEN WRITES ON CHINA AND 
OTHER ASIAN TOPICS. EILIPPOV BEGINS BY CLAIMING THAT 

PRC OEEICIALS AND NEWSPAPERS HAVE CHARGED THAT THE USSR 
IS "TEARING INTO" SOUTHEAST ASIA, SEEKING BOTH BASES 
THERE AND TO ENSLAVE THE PEOPLES OF THE REGION. THE 
EACT OF THE MATTER, HE SAYS, IS THAT IT IS THE "MAOISTS" 

WHO ARE ACTIVE IN THIS REGARD IN THE REGION, AND PEKING 
SEEKS TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM THEIR ACTIVITIES. BESIDES 
PRINTING MAPS WHICH CLEARLY CLAIM THE TERRITORY OF BURMA, 
THAILAND, LAOS, MALAYSIA AND OTHER INDEPENDENT COUNTRIRS, 
PEKING ORGANIZES POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS, DISTURBANCES 
AND REBELLION CALLING THESE THINGS "REVOLUTIONARY 
ACTIVITIES OF THE MASSES." WHILE PROMISING NON-INTEREERENCE, 

IT SENDS AGENTS AND ARMS TO SUPPORT MAOISTS AND OTHER REBELS 
MILITARILY AND ECONOMICALLY, SAYS PRAVDA, AND DOES NOT 
OPPOSE "IMPERIALISM'S" EFEORTS TO STRENGTHEN ITS POSITION 
(E.G., THE CHINESE DO NOT OPPOSE, PRAVDA CONTINUES, THE 
EXPANSION OP THE PENTAGON'S BASE ON DIEGO GARCIA). PEKING’S 
POLICY IS THE REAL THREAT TO PEACE AND INDEPENDENCE OP 
THE PEOPLE OP SOUTHEAST ASIA, PRAVDA CONCLUDES. 

3. COMMENT: THE MAIN THESE OP THE COMMENTARY ARE TYPICAL 
OP SOVIET PROPAGANDA, BUT BY KEYING THEM TO PEKING'S 
ALLEGATIONS ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITIES, PRAVDA MAKES THEM 
MORE POINED. THIS COMMENTARY CONTINUES MOSCOW'S MARKED 
INCREASE IN THE ASSIGNMENT OP RESOURCES AND IN PUBLIC 
ATTENTION TO SOUTHEAST ASIA SINCE THE FALL OF INDOCHINA. 

THE SOVIETS AND CHINESE ARE SOME DISTANCE PROM DIRECT 
PHYSICAL CONFRONTATION OVER THAT REGION BUT THEY ARE CLEARLY 
WATCHING EACH OTHER CLOSELY, LIKE THE COBRA AND THE 
MONGOOSE, AS EACH SEEKS TO PREVENT THE OTHER PROM MAKING 
SIGNIPICANT GAINS. 
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